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April 9, 2011 





Honourable Dalton McGuinty, Premier�Legislative Building�Queen's Park�Toronto ON 


M7A 1A1 





RE: Protecting Heritage Views of Queen’s Park, and Preserving the Dignity of Ontario’s Capital Precinct 





Dear Premier McGuinty: 





I am writing to ask you to put in place legislation to protect the view of the silhouette of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario (LAO) from development appearing in the background. 





The current private members bill from MPP Rosario Marchese contains appropriate language. Once emergency protection is established, the province could work with the City of Toronto to further develop the legal framework needed at both levels of government to protect the dignity of our most important ceremonial space. As you know, Ottawa has such protection in place for our National Symbols.





University Avenue (from Queen Street), Queen’s Park Circle, and Avenue Road (to Bloor Street) encompass what can be described as Ontario’s Capital Precinct.  Toronto’s greatest civic boulevard links key government institutions - the LAO and Osgoode Hall. It is the home of the University of Toronto, the Royal Ontario Museum, and many other important institutions such as hospitals, government offices, and the Royal Canadian Military Institute.  It is linked through the provincial courthouses to nearby new and old Toronto City Halls, and Nathan Phillips Square. As well, the Precinct is graced with several monuments to military and civic achievements. 





Even though the City of Toronto is responsible for local planning, the City’s ability to protect these views is seriously limited in the absence of clear provincial policy and laws to protect the silhouette of the Legislative Assembly. While there has been strong protection for these views in past City of Toronto Official Plans and a history of joint municipal/provincial committees to consider the nature of this precinct, in recent years protection has fallen through the cracks with disastrous results.





In 2009 the City commissioned a Heritage Impact Assessment to examine the heights regime needed to protect the silhouette of the Legislative Assembly. Regrettably, the planning application for 21 Avenue Road progressed before the City could consider implementation of the study’s recommendations.  





The recent OMB decision on 21 Avenue Road has drawn public outrage, and pointed out tragic policy gaps in the City of Toronto’s Official Plan as well as serious gaps in heritage protection for this view at the province. 


 


With adequate provincial legislation in place to deal with the view shed, Ontario and the City of Toronto could move forward together to establish an appropriate joint government advisory body, possibly modeled on the National Capital Commission, to address the ongoing management and character of Ontario’s Capital Precinct. 





Yours sincerely,














Archie Campbell


President  








c.c. 	Honourable Steve Peters, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario


	Honourable Rick Bartolucci, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing


	Honourable Michael Chan, Minister of Culture


	Honourable Glen Murray, Minister of Research and Innovation


	Rosario Marchese MPP


	Tom Symons, Chair Ontario Heritage Trust


Mayor Rob Ford 














