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PART A: ONTARIO GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS
On October 20 2011 the new Ontario Cabinet was sworn in at Queen‘s Park.
Kathleen Wynne is now responsible for working with municipalities as Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing. She will also serve as Minister of Aboriginal Affairs. She was most recently Minister of
Transportation.
Dwight Duncan remains Minister of Finance and adds Deputy Premier to his responsibilities
Brad Duguid becomes Minister of Economic Development and Innovation. This ministry brings together
Ontario's economic development, international trade and innovation initiatives to focus on job creation and
economic growth.
Chris Bentley is the new Minister of Energy -- he will continue to drive Ontario's transition towards clean,
renewable energy while ensuring we stay on track to create 50,000 clean energy jobs.
Bob Chiarelli will lead two portfolios. As Minister of Infrastructure and Minister of Transportation, Chiarelli
will oversee the government's infrastructure and transportation investments that are key drivers of job
creation.
John Geretsen is Attorney General and Jim Bradley is Minister of the Environment
All ministers in the new 22-member cabinet -- down from 28 -- have previously held cabinet positions.
The full Ontario Cabinet sworn in on October 20 is found at:
http://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2011/10/the-executive-council-of-ontario.html

PART B: UPDATE ON PROVINCIAL ISSUES
During the recent Provincial election, The Federation of Urban Neighbourhoods tendered a questionnaire with
6 questions1 on topics of interest to neighbourhood associations across the province to the leaders of the four
main parties: Liberals, Progressive Conservative, New Democratic Party and the Green Party. In light of the
result - a minority Liberal government - we feel that it would be helpful to have comparative information
available on the responses of all three parties that have elected representatives in the Legislature, and not just
the Liberals that have formed the government.
The summary below is followed by updates on the issues that are of interest to F.U.N.
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See Part C at the end of this QPU
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2011 Ontario Election: Summary of Party Responses to FUN Questions
Topic of Question

Liberal Party

Ontario
Municipal Board

Will continue
reforms to support
responsible growth
and development.
Open to suggestions
from FUN and
others.

Election financing
reform (ban
corporate and
union donations)

Noted changes to
Elections Act made
by the previous
(Liberal)
government. “We
respect the right to
participate in the
political; process and
no plans to change
this.”
Traffic congestion Commitment is to
expand the GO train
system to full-day,
two way service on
all corridors.
Claimed to be only
party to “believe in
dedicated funding
for municipal public
transit”.

Progressive
Conservative
Party
“Always be a
need for an
independent body
to adjudicate
planning
decisions…. we
will review OMB
to ensure it is
accomplishing
this goal in
efficient and
effective manner”
No response

“Invest $85
Billion in
infrastructure
towards breaking
gridlock and
move people and
goods more
quickly and
efficiently”

New Democratic Party

Will take action to make changes to
OMB to more fairly consider
community concerns about
development proposals…Will consult
Ontarians about how best to move
forward”

Measures are needed to enhance
democratic participation and
accountability at the municipal level.
Notes NDP’s unsuccessful proposal
to restrict municipal donations but no
new commitments stated

Will provide more affordable and
convenient alternatives to private
vehicle; make transit more affordable
by freezing transit fares – province
will take on half cost of operating
municipal transit systems; will expand
transit systems; implement $60M
provincial cycling infrastructure fund
– investment in bike lanes, bike
storage and bicycle tourism
Will promote planning for complete
streets on municipal and provincial
roadways
Will make sure that new developments
are accessible by transit and other
active modes of transportation and
provide facilities for cyclists.
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Planning reform

Undertaking review
of Provincial
Planning Statement
(PPS)2; open to
proposals from FUN
and others.

Heritage view of
Queen’s Park

No commitment
(comfort with the
process that led to
the current situation)

Anti-SLAPP
legislation

No specific
commitment - notes
that government
established an antiSLAPP panel and is
considering their
advice along with
that of others

“Will restore
local decisionmaking
powers…end
provincial
tinkering and
delay in Official
Plans”
No response

No response

Will “explore ways to strengthen
adherence to OPs.; including
population densities in OPs may be
helpful”; However ”need to be some
flexibility for site specific
amendments given that zoning of
particular properties don’t match OP
goals and objectives”
“Opposed to this development which
clearly compromises the historic and
cultural importance of the viewscape
of Queen’s Park. We urged Premier
McGuinty to intervene and introduced
legislation that would have protected
Queens Park from the development.
However the McGuinty government
refused to act”.
“Yes. NDP already introduced private
member’s legislation to this effect.
Committed to putting an end to
developer SLAPP lawsuits used to
silence opposition to mega projects“

Ontario requires Environmental Assessment of Mega-Quarry in Dufferin County
On September 1, five weeks before Election Day, John Wilkinson, the former Minister of the Environment
announced that the application would be subject to a full environmental assessment (EA). He said:
"After careful consideration, the Minister of Natural Resources and I have agreed to bring forward a
regulation making Highland Companies subject to the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. As
a result the company will be required to undertake a comprehensive Environmental Assessment for the
proposed quarry in Melancthon Township.
Ministry of the Environment officials have thoroughly examined the technical reports which were submitted
by the quarry proponents. Based on a review of those reports, and because of the unique nature of the
Melancthon quarry proposal, I believe a full Environmental Assessment is necessary.”
We congratulate the Ontario government for taking this step and will be urging Minister Bradley to ensure
that the results of the EA process drive the ultimate decision on the quarry application.
A US-owned company wants to build North America’s second-largest open-pit mine next to the Niagara
Escarpment and amidst the headwaters of rivers that provide drinking water for over a million Ontarians.
Farmers, citizens, aboriginal people and environmentalists oppose this planned quarry, which will destroy
thousands of acres of prime farmland.
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The public consultation on the review of the 2005 PPS officially closed November 2010; during the past year FUN requested the
government to release the revised PPS.
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Election Financing Reform
Reform of campaign finance regulations would help provide a level playing field for candidates. The City of
Toronto instituted a ban on corporate and union campaign contributions in municipal elections in 2009,
putting it in line with a similar ban in federal elections, provincial elections in Manitoba, Quebec and Nova
Scotia, and municipal elections in Quebec. It is felt that provincial election financing reform will be necessary
before a provincial move to implement province wide election financing reform for Ontario municipalities.
In 2005, F.U.N. recommended that the Ontario Elections Act be amended: “to prohibit contributions by
corporations and trade unions and permit taxpayers to designate a portion of their provincial income tax to a
political party of their choice”. Fair Vote Canada (FVC) has an active campaign pressing for the
implementation of these types of policies. Further information is available on the FVC web site at
www.fairvote.ca.
F.U.N. will continue to urge that the government consider provincial election financing reform in order to
level the playing field for candidates.

Protecting Heritage Views of Queen’s Park, and Preserving the Dignity of Ontario’s
Capital Precinct
Federation President, Archie Campbell wrote Premier McGuinty in April 2011 to urge him to support efforts
to protect the view of the Ontario Legislative Assembly. You can read the letter here: Letter on QP Legislative
Precinct. However, as noted above the Premier has made no commitment to deal with this issue. Meanwhile
the City of Toronto is undergoing a Five Year Review of its Official Plan and the issue has been raised in that
Review.
The Legislature is the seat of government for the province and as such we think this is not only a downtown or
City of Toronto issue but also a provincial one. We continue to urge you to write to the Premier and your
MPP and ask them to protect the heritage views of the Legislature.

Strategic Litigation Against Public Participation (SLAPP)
SLAPP is a lawsuit initiated against one or more individuals or groups that speak out or take a position on an
issue of public interest. SLAPPs use the court system to limit the effectiveness of the opposing party’s speech
or conduct. SLAPPs can intimidate opponents, deplete their resources, reduce their ability to participate in
public affairs and deter others from participating in discussion on matters of public interest. The Advisory
Panel reported in October 2010 and their report can be viewed at
http://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/english/anti_slapp/default.asp
F.U.N. will continue to urge that the government table the necessary legislation at the earliest opportunity.

Provincial Policy Statement, 2005 – Five Year Review
The public input phase of the Province‘s Review of the Provincial Policy Statement, 2005 (PPS) was
completed in October 29 2010. When the Election was called in September, 2011 no timeline has been
announced for the publication of any revisions to the Provincial Policy Statement. F.U.N. will continue to
urge that the government table the updated PPS at the earliest opportunity.
The PPS sets out the Ontario government’s policy direction for land use planning and development. The
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing sought input on how the PPS is working and whether any changes
were needed to protect provincial interests and to make sure that the PPS is adequately addressing emerging
land use issues.
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Ontario Municipal Board
Many citizens are dismayed by Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) decisions whereby the Provincial Policy
Statements are interpreted in a manner that focuses on intensification, regardless of the suitability of the
location, and at the expense of other, equally valid, planning concerns. F.U.N. will continue to urge the
government to consider reform.

PART C: ONTARIO PROVINCIAL ELECTION QUESTIONNAIRE
1. Ontario Municipal Board
Many municipalities are dismayed by OMB decisions on development projects. Issues include insufficient
regard for local official plans and an imbalance of resources available to competing parties. What reforms to
the municipal appeal process would you support?

2. Provincial Election Financing Reform
The federal government, several Ontario municipalities and other provincial governments have legislation that
prohibit corporate and trade union contributions to election campaigns. What is your position on prohibiting
such contributions in provincial and municipal elections in Ontario?

3. Traffic Congestion
Highways in and around Ontario cities are extremely congested. According to one study, the number of
automobile trips made in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton area (GTHA) grew by 56% over a 20 year period
compared to a population increase of 45%. Average commute times in the GTHA are the worst in North
America causing lost productivity and enormous frustration. What would you do to alleviate congestion in
and between Ontario cities?

4. Planning Reform:
As required by provincial legislation, many municipalities have recently updated their Official Plans or are in
the process of doing so. Provincial legislation specifies intensification targets but does not require
municipalities to include population densities by location in their Official Plans. This results in disagreements
between municipalities, developers and residents on appropriate densities for specific sites. Would you
support planning reforms that would mandate that Official Plans provide clarity on this matter?

5. Ontario Legislative Viewshed
There has been recent efforts by some interests to “preserve the dignity of Ontario’s Capital Precinct” by
protecting the heritage views of Queen’s Park from development appearing in the background. What is your
position on protecting the view of the silhouette of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario?

6. Anti-SLAPP
Many municipalities and organizations in Ontario have passed resolutions calling on the provincial
government to protect citizens and adopt legislation to protect citizens against strategic lawsuits against public
participation (anti-SLAPP). Would you support such legislation?
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